The Parish Church of St Mary’s
Hilton with Marston-on-Dove

March 2019

NOTICES AND
SERVICES

Services in March
Sunday 3rd March
11.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
With ‘Good News Crew’
Tuesday 5th March
11.00am Holy Communion at Percy Wood Close
Wednesday 6th March
7.30pm Ash Wednesday Service
Sunday 10th March
9.30am Holy Communion
11.00am Family Service
Sunday 17th March
11.00am Morning Prayer
Sunday 24th March
11.00am Family Communion
Sunday 31st March
11.00am Mothering Sunday
Family Communion

Currently we are awaiting a new vicar as Reverend Andy Murphie has relocated to a parish in
the Lake District. All services, baptisms and wedding bookings are proceeding as normal.

For up to date information on services please see

www.stmaryshilton.org
email: admin@stmaryshilton.org
phone: 01283 808408
facebook: @stmaryshiltonandmarston

CHURCH NOTICES:
Flowers in Church You would be very welcome to put
flowers in Church or give a donation for flowers to remember a
special occasion or anniversary. If you would like to do this
please speak to Sue Hibbert.
Thank you.

Raise free funds for the Church via the
easyfundraising.org.uk website/app and
search for St Mary’s Hilton with Marston-on-Dove

Stamp collection There is a collecting box for used postage stamps in the Church
porch for ‘Oxfam’.
Parochial Church Council
Next Meeting: Tuesday 12th March 2019 at 7.30pm, in the Schoolroom
PCC Members: Mrs. S. Aiton; Mrs. E. Barber (Churchwarden); Mrs. H. Brown
(Hon. Treasurer); Mr. A. Hibbert (Churchwarden); Mr. S. Johnson; Mr. B. Keane;
Mrs W. Morris; Mr. J. Murphie (Hon. Secretary); Miss C. Owen; Mrs. L. ReesJones; Mrs. P. Roberts; Mrs. H. Stone; Mr. P. Walton-Knight; Mr N Brown

DIY Bible Study
In our DIY Bible Study this month, we look at Luke 4: 1-13. The thoughts and questions are adapted
from the book ‘100 Stand-Alone Bible Studies’ by Penelope Wilcock.
His fasting in the wilderness
Bible passage – Luke 4: 1-13
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where for
forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he
was hungry. The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’”
The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And
he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can
give it to anyone I want to. If you worship me, it will all be yours. Jesus answered, “It is written:
‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’” The devil led him to Jerusalem and had hm stand
on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from
here. For it is written: “’He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; they will
lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” Jesus answered, “It is
said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left
him until an opportune time.
Commentary
The Bible is full of truth, and we can depend on it to lead us into the way of truth. But there are
difficulties when we say that every word of the Bible is to be taken literally. This passage, taken from
Luke’s Gospel, is a good example. It tells of Jesus fasting in the wilderness in preparation for his
ministry, experiencing temptation as hunger and solitude intensify. The three temptations Luke
describes climax in Jerusalem on the pinnacle of the Temple. But if you read the same story in
Matthew’s Gospel, the final temptation is not the one at the Temple in Jerusalem, but the one in
which Jesus is shown all the kingdoms of the world, and tempted to choose worldly power instead of
spiritual authority. For people who look for a literalistic interpretation, this poses a problem – they
can’t both be accurate record because the order differs. This should alert us to the reality that each
evangelist is describing these events in such a way as to bring out the particular emphasis of his
Gospel. Matthew, portraying Jesus as the teacher of righteousness, the true Israel, shows him here
choosing integrity over power and thus earning real authority. Luke is showing the centrality of the
Temple at Jerusalem, the heart of the Judeo-Christian religious tradition, here at the start of a story
that will spread out until it reaches Rome, the secular centre of the Gentile world – a gospel for all
people.
Questions
• Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread alone.” What are the things in your life that are
necessary to you as food and drink – the things that nourish our soul?
• Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness. Many people feel led to spend time quietly,
alone, in nature, to get their minds clear and to pray. What environments help you to thin,
and to feel close to God?
• The devil showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and said to him, “I will give you the
authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. If you
worship me, it will all be yours. “Yet Romans 13:1 says, “Let everyone be subject to the
governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The
authorities that exist have been established by God’” What do you think about this? In our
daily lives how can we exercise faithful Christian citizenship, discerning and differentiating
between the reign of Mammon and authority established by God?
Prayer
God of power and might, our lives are in your hands, and we trust you for our salvation. So fill us
with your Holy Spirit that we may grow in discernment and grace, choosing well in a complicated
world. We pray for our international leaders, for those set in authority over us in local government,
and for those who hold the reins of power in big international companies that can even determine
the fate of nation states and ecosystems. May the peace and justice of your kingdom reign supreme
over the kingdoms of the earth, and may our little lives reflect faithfully the priorities of the Lord
Jesus, for we ask it in his holy name; Amen.

