The Parish Church of St Mary’s
Hilton with Marston-on-Dove

May 2019

NOTICES AND
SERVICES

Services in May
Sunday 5th May
11.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
With ‘Good News Crew’
Tuesday 7th May
11.00am Holy Communion at Percy Wood Close
Sunday 12th May
9.30am Holy Communion
11.00am Family Service
Sunday 19th May
11.00am Morning Prayer
Sunday 26th May
11.00am Family Communion
Thursday 30th May
Ascension Day (No Service)

Currently we are awaiting a new vicar as Reverend Andy Murphie has relocated to a parish in
the Lake District. All services, baptisms and wedding bookings are proceeding as normal.

For up to date information on services please see:

www.stmaryshilton.org
email: admin@stmaryshilton.org
phone: 01283 808408
facebook: @stmaryshiltonandmarston

CHURCH NOTICES
Flowers in Church You would be very welcome to put flowers in
Church or give a donation for flowers to remember a special
occasion or anniversary. If you would like to do this please speak to
Sue Hibbert.
Thank you.

Raise free funds for the Church via the
easyfundraising.org.uk website/app and
search for St Mary’s Hilton with Marston-on-Dove

Ladies Night
The next Ladies meal will be on Wednesday 8th May at the Seven Wells, Etwall.
Please see Liz Trimmings to book a place and for details – 01332 510093
Stamp collection There is a collecting box for used postage stamps in the Church
porch for ‘Oxfam’.
Parochial Church Council
Next Meeting: PCC – Tuesday 14th May at 7.30pm in the Schoolroom
PCC Members: Mrs. E. Barber (Churchwarden); Mr. N. Brown (Churchwarden);
Mr. J. Murphie (Hon. Secretary); Mrs. H. Brown (Hon. Treasurer); Mr. S. Johnson;
Mr. B. Keane; Mrs W. Morris; Miss C. Owen; Mrs. L. Rees-Jones; Mrs. P. Roberts;
Mr. P. Walton-Knight; Mr. G. Draper; Mr L. Bean

DIY Bible Study
In our DIY Bible Study this month, we look at His resurrection and glorious ascension. The thoughts and
questions are adapted from the book ‘100 Stand-Alone Bible Studies’ by Penelope Wilcock.
Bible passages
John 20: 26-28
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side.
Stop doubting and believe.” Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
1 Corinthians 15: 3-8
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more
than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some
have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to
me also, as to one abnormally born.
1 Corinthians 15: 42-44
The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable, it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it
is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.
Ephesians 4: 7-13
But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. This is why it says: “When he
ascended on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to his people.”
(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? He who
descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)
So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.
Commentary
To call the resurrection of Jesus “groundbreaking” is an understatement. It changed everything. It is the
basis of our faith. There is debate in the church about whether the resurrection was a physical event.
The Gospel stories make it very clear that it was physical (John 20:27; 21:9, 15; Luke 24:30, 40-43), but
with some very big differences – Jesus would suddenly disappear, or appear in the midst though the
doors were locked. Paul addresses this in our passage from 1 Corinthians 15 above: the resurrection
body is a spiritual body and not a natural body – but that doesn’t mean it isn’t physical. Quantum
physicists are discovering that physicality and spirituality belong to the same continuum, so perhaps we
might see the resurrection body as a fulfilled body, one which has reached its full potential.
The resurrection was a wonderful event that revolutionized the whole cosmos, but it was not complete
until Jesus has ascended to the Father and poured out the Spirit on us at Pentecost. In ascending to the
Father and being absorbed into the Godhead, Jesus became not remote but universally accessible. In
the giving of the Spirit at Pentecost he became not just accessible but fully present in our lives.
These three linked mysteries are central to the Christian fait and make it possible for us to actually,
personally, experience the living Jesus literally present with us in our hearts in everyday life, in all his
power and joy.
Questions
• Theologians have been arguing for centuries about the physical resurrection and the resurrection
body of Jesus. What to do you think about it?
• In what ways do you experience the presence of Jesus in your daily life?
• How do you see the Holy Spirit manifest in the church today?
Prayer
God of life and power, we marvel at the mystery that you have come to live with us – actually inhabit us –
in the Holy Spirit, the presence of Jesus. May his indwelling of our hearts day by day work the miracle of
grace within us, filling us with his joy and kindness, transforming us in to the likeness of his loving face,
setting us free from all the warps and diminishes us, and bringing us into the fullness of abundant life.
Thankyou, Father, for this mind-boggling gift of salvation; may we prove worthy of what you have
entrusted to us in Jesus’ holy name; Amen.

